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COMPREHENSION (20MARKS)

1. Readthepassagebelowandthenanswerthequestionsthatfollow.(20MARKS)
Happinessariseslargelyfrom thementalqualitiesofcontentment,confidence,serenityand
activegood-will.Itincludesthepainoflosingaswellasthepleasureoffinding.Itthrivesbest
inacrowdedlife.Themenandwomenwhoarerecordedinhistoryandbiographyasthemost
happysomewhataddmoretodothantheycouldpossiblydo.Everywakinghouroftheirlives
wasoccupiedwithambitiousprojects,literature,love,politics,science,friendship,commerce,
professions,trades,theirreligiousfaith,andathousandothermatters.Thesecretofhappiness
maybefoundbymakingeachoftheseinterestscounttoitsutmostaspartofthefabricoflife.

Weneedtoavoidtheextremesofsluggishplacidityandfeverishactivity.Wearenot
goingtobesatisfiedwithfelicitywhichresemblesthatofastone,unfeelingandunmoving,but
willlookbackfrom futureyearswithsorrow andregretifweruntoandfro,givingintowhat
Socratescalled‘theitch’.

Happinessobviouslyincludestwosortsofbehavior:activeandpassive.Wemaysaythat
theactivepartconsistsinsearchingandsharing,whilethepassivepartismadeupofsecurity
andpossession. Neitherpartiscompleteinitself,noryieldsfullsatisfactionifitisover-
emphasized.Philosophersfrom theancientGreekstothepresentdayhavebeenextollinga
balancedlifeasthehappiestlife,andmanyunhappypeoplecan,whentheyfacetheissue,trace
theirdiscontenttoimbalance.

Therecipeforhappinesscannotbegiveninanysinglewordbecauseitsmanyvirtues
havetobecombinedintheirproperquantities,atthepropertimesforproperpurposes.

Itislegitimatetoseekhappiness.Wecannothelpobservingthatwhilefollowersofsome
schoolsofthoughtaretellingustoavoidseekinghappiness,theyintimatethatifwedoso,we
shallbehappy.

Thesearchrequiresaplan.Weneedtoknowwhatsortofhappinessweseek,whatthe
ingredientsare,whatareourstrongestwants,andwhatwehavetostartwith.Weshouldtrain
ourselvestokeeptheprogrammesimple,andfreefrom complicationsandsidetrips,topay
attentiontolittlethings,todeflatequicklyafterbeingpraisedandtobouncebackquicklyfrom
disappointment,toseizetocreateopportunitiestoputourspecialabilitiestowork,toseek
excellenceineverythingwedo,toremainmodest,andtoreviewandreviseperiodically.

Mostofusdonotreallyhavetoseekfarandwide.Happinessgrowsatourownfireside,
ifwecultivateit.

Questions
a)Accordingtothewriter,whatisthesourceofhappiness? (2mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

b)Whattwosortsofbehaviourdoeshappinessinclude?

(2mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………….............................................................................................................

..................................................
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c)Inaparagraphofabout30words,summarizethethingswemustknow aswesearchfor

happiness.

(4mks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……...

d)Explaintheironyinthepassage.

(2marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

e)Explainthewriter’spointinthelastparagraphofthepassage.
(2mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

f)Therecipeforhappinesscannotbegiveninanysingleword.
(Rewritethesentencebeginning:Nosingleword…)

(1mk)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

g)Identifyandcommentonefigureofspeechusedinthepassage. (2mks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

h)Describethetoneofthispassage. (2mks)
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

j)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedinthepassage: (3mks)
i) Extolling

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

ii)Intimate

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

iii)Felicity

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

iv)Legitimate

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2.EXCERPT(25MARKS)

Readtheexcerptbelowandanswerthequestionsafterit.

MrsLinde: Doyoumeannevertotellhim aboutit?

Nora: (meditatively,andwithhalfsmile)Yes–someday,perhaps,aftermanyyears,
whenIam nolongerasnice-lookingasIam now.Don’tlaughatme!Imean,

ofcourse,whenTovaldisnolongerasdevotedasheisnow;when
my dancinganddressing-upandrecitinghavepalledonhim;then
itmaybea goodthingtohavesomethinginreserve–(breakingoff)
Whatnonsense!That timewillnevercome.Now,whatdoyouthinkof
mygreatsecret,Christine? DoyoustillthinkIam ofnouse?Icantell
you,too,thatthisaffairhascaused me a lotofworry.Ithasbyno
meanseasyformetomeetmyengagements punctually.Imay tellyou
thatthereissomethingcalled,inbusiness,quarterly interest,and another
thingcalledpaymentininstallments,anditisalwaysso dreadfully
difficulttomanagethem.Ihavehadtosavealittlehereand there,
whereIcould,youunderstand.Ihavenotbeenabletoputasidemuch
from myhousekeepingmoney,forTovaldmusthaveagoodtable.Icouldn’t
letmychildrenbeshabbilydressed;Ihavefeltobligedtouseupallhegave
meforthem,thesweetlittledarlings!

Mrs.Linde: Soithasallhadcomeoutofyourownnecessariesoflife,poorNora?

Nora: Ofcourse.Besides,Iwastheoneresponsibleforit.WheneverTovaldhas
givenmemoneyfornewdressesandsuchthings,Ihaveneverspentmore

thanhalfofit;Ihavealwaysboughtthesimplestandthe
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cheapestthings. ThankHeaven,anyclotheslookwellonme,and
soTovaldhasnevernoticed it.Butitwas often veryhard forme,
Christine–becauseitisdelightfultobe welldresses,isn’tit?

Mrs.Linde: Quiteso.

Nora: Well,thenIhavefoundotherwaysofearningmoney.LastwinterIwaslucky

enoughtodoalotofcopyingtodo;soIlockedmyselfupandsatwriting

everyeveninguntilquitelateatnight.ManytimesIwasdesperately

tired;but allthesameitwasatremendouspleasuretositthereworking

andearning money.Itwaslikebeingaman.

Mrs.Linde: Howmuchhaveyoubeenabletopayoffinthatway?

Nora: Ican’ttellyouexactly.Youseeitisverydifficulttokeepanaccountofa

businessmaterofthatkind.IonlyknowthatIhavepaideverypennythatI

couldscrapetogether.ManyatimeIwaswits’end(smiles)ThenIusedto

sit thereandimaginethataricholdgentlemanhadfalleninlovewithme

–

Mrs.Linde: What!Whowasit!

Nora: Bequiet!–thathedied;andthatwhenhiswillwasopened,itcontained,

writteninbigletters,theinstruction:“ThelovelyMrs.NoraHelmeristohave

allIposespaidovertoheratonceincash.”

Questions

a) Whereandwhendoesthisencountertakeplace? (2mks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………

b) WhatisthissecretthatNorawantstoguardsojealously?Explainwithevidencefrom

elsewhereintheplay. (3marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

c) DescribeNora’sMoodasshetellsMrs.Lindeherstory. (3

marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

d) WhyisitnecessarythatNoratellsMrs.Lindeherstory. (2

marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………….............................................................................................................

................................................

e) Commentonanytwothemesthatarehighlightedinthisextract. (4

marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

f) “Bequiet!”(Rewritethisinreportedspeech.) (1

mark)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

g) Giveanexampleof“wishfulthinking”foundinthisextract. (1

mark)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

h) ReferringtoNora’sfirstspeechintheextract,identifyandcommentonanytwotraitsof

hers. (4

marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...



7

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

i)“Itwaslikebeingaman”Basingyourobservationonthisstatement,brieflycommentonthe
society’sattitudetowardswomen.
(2marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

......................................................................................................................................................

j)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedintheextract: (3marks)
i) palled:

.........................................................................................................................................................

ii) savealittlehereandthere.

......................................................................................................................................................

iii) housekeepingmoney.

.........................................................................................................................................................

...
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………

c.Usingtheplotofthepoem,explainthemajorchangesinthesubjectmatter.

(4marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………...

d.Whatisspeakersmoodinthelastsixlinesofthepoem?.

(2marks)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

e. Giveonecharactertraitofthepersona (2marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………

f. Explaintheironyinthepoem (2marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………...................................................................................................

.........................................

g. Apartfrom irony,identifyandillustrateonestyleusedinthepoem. (2marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………

h. Whatisthetoneinstanzas1and2ofthispoem (2marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

i, Explainthemeaningofthefollowingline:

(2marks)

i) Ashewhisperedcream icingintomyears.
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………………………………………………………………………………………………

ii) Forhewasmyidol

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

4.GRAMMAR(15MARKS)
a)Withoutchangingthemeaning,rewritethefollowingsentencesaccordingtotheinstructions
aftereach.

(4marks)
i)Passingexaminationisagoal.Everycandidateshouldaim atit.(Writeasonesentenceusing

‘to’)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

ii)Ithoughtthatyouwouldliketohearwhathappened.(Rewriteusing‘occurred’inplaceof

‘thought’.)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

iii) Ishallbesavedalotoftroublebythat.(Begin:That)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

iv)Thepresidentwasimpressedbyhergoodperformance.Hesponsoredhereducation.
(Combineusingapastparticiple)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b)Rewritethefollowingsentencesreplacingtheunderlinedwordswithgenderneutralword.
(3marks)

i) Thefiremanfoughtalosingbattleagainsttheragingfire.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………

ii) Ourmaidstolemoneyfrom mymother’spurse.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

iii) Mankindthrivesoncooperation.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………...

c)Explainthedifferencebetweenthispairofsentences. (2marks)
i) ThethiefransofastthatIcouldnotcatchupwithhim.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

ii) ThethiefranfastsothatIcouldnotcatchupwithhim.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...

d)Determinewhethertheverbsinthesentencesbelowhavebeenusedtransitivelyor
intransitively.
(3marks)

i) Manchestercitywonthepremium league.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.

ii) Thebereavedweptbitterly.

.........................................................................................................................................................

iii) Obedboughtacar.

........................................................................................................................................................

e)Replacetheunderlinedidiomaticexpressionsusingasingleword.
(1mark)

i)Thestudentcomplainedthathisfatherwasclose-fisted.

......................................................................................................................................................

f) Choosethecorrectalternativefrom thepronounsgiventocompletethesentences.

(2marks)

i)TheshootingatnightstartledMikeand…………….(I/me)

ii)Theprincipaland………………….(she/her)leftthecompound.


